
GREATER JOHNSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Board of Education Special Meeting 

September 2, 2010 
Johnstown High School 

 
I. Called to order by Board President at 7:00 p.m. 

 
ATTENDEES: 
Paul VanDenburgh  Scott Miller   Ronald Beck 
James Levin   Douglas Dougherty  Evamarie Mraz, departed 7:23 p.m. 
Jennifer Sponnoble  Leslie Buggeln-Bosworth Robert Curtis 
 
OTHERS: 
Katherine Sullivan, Superintendent Alice Sise, Business Manager 
Larraina Carpenter, District Clerk 
 

II. EDUCATION ITEMS 
 
A. PERSONNEL 
 

1. Separations
 

a. Resignation of Kathryn Henry-Starace, Part-Time (.5FTE) Health 
Teacher 
Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the resignation of 
Kathryn Henry-Starace, as part-time (.5FTE) health teacher, effective 
August 16, 2010. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
b. Resignation of William Crankshaw, Elementary Principal 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the resignation of 
William Crankshaw, as elementary principal, effective September 26, 
2010. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 
 
Discussion: Mr. Curtis said Mr. Crankshaw is wished all the best.  

Mrs. Sullivan added that he was a true asset and is 
wished the best of luck; advised that he sent a letter 
which will be shared in a Board packet. 

 
c. Resignation of John Valovic, as Freshman Class Advisor 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the resignation of 
John Valovic, as Freshman Class Advisor for the 2010-2011 school 
year, effective September 1, 2010. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 
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2. Creations/Appointments/Adjustments
 
a. Probationary Appointment of Gabrielle Ahl, French Teacher 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the probationary 
appointment of Gabrielle Ahl, as French teacher, in the French tenure 
area, at Step C1 ($39,570) of the Johnstown Teachers’ Association 
Collective Bargaining Agreement, effective September 1, 2010 through 
August 31, 2013. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
b. Probationary Appointment of Jaime Tingley, School Psychologist 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the probationary 
appointment of Jaime Tingley, as School Psychologist, in the School 
Psychologist tenure area, with salary of $40,286, effective September 1, 
2010 through August 31, 2012, pending proof of previous tenure.  
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
c. Appointment of Nicole Carey, Extended Leave Substitute Science 

Teacher 
Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the probationary 
appointment of Nicole Carey, as extended leave substitute science 
teacher, at Step A1($37,434) of the Johnstown Teachers’ Association 
Collective Bargaining Agreement, effective September 1, 2010 through 
June 30, 2011. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
d. Term Appointments of Co-Curricular Staff 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve term appointments 
of the following individuals as co-curricular advisors for the 2010-2011 
school year: 
 
Georgetta Edwards, JHS International Club Unpaid Assistant $1713 

(pending fingerprint clearance) 
Becky Polidore, JHS Post Prom Unpaid Assistant  $-0- 

(pending fingerprint clearance) 
Carm Anagnostopulos, JHS Post Prom Unpaid Assistant  $-0- 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 
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e. Term Appointments of Fall Coaching Staff 
Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve term appointment(s) 
of the following individual(s) as fall coach(es) for the 2010-2011 school 
year:: 
 
Kenneth Hoefs, Girls’ Swimming Assistant #1   $1,371 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
f. Creation of Part-Time (.5FTE) GED Instructor Position 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the creation of a 
part-time (.5FTE) GED Instructor position, effective September 1, 
2010. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
g. Appointment of Michael Schell, Jr., as Part-Time (.5FTE) GED 

Instructor  
Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the appointment of 
Michael Schell, Jr., as part-time (.5 FTE) GED instructor, at a salary 
of $19,785, effective September 7, 2010 through August 31, 2011. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
h. Term Appointments of Fall Coaching Staff 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Levin to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve term appointments 
of the following fall coaches for the 2010-2011 school year: 
 
Kayla May, Field Hockey Unpaid Assistant   $-0- 
Kathryn Baird, Cross Country Assistant #1   $1,713 

(pending fingerprint clearance) 
Jim Carter, Football Unpaid Assistant (Modified level)  $-0- 

(pending fingerprint clearance) 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – CSE, CPSE 
 

1. Committee for Pre-School Special Education 
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mr. VanDenburgh to approve the minutes of 
the Committee for Pre-School Special Education meetings held on August 19, 
2010: 
 
000140405 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 
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2. Committee for Special Education 
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mr. VanDenburgh to approve the minutes of 
the Committee for Special Education meetings held on August 19, 2010: 
 
000140395 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 

 
III. COMMITTEE REPORTS

• Mr. Miller reported the facilities committee met earlier in the evening.  Items discussed 
included:  1) An update on the status of the emergency project at Pleasant Avenue.  Steel 
work and fabrication done; E.J. Maye showed committee members pictures; out of 60 plus 
columns, only had to replace or reinforce 15.  Priming of the columns was done today and 
the first coat of paint will go on tomorrow; depending on whether the paint causes an odor, a 
second coat may be applied on Tuesday.  The building is safe and school will open on 
Wednesday.  Currently unde budget, but still have to go out to bid for HVAC and electrical. 
Waiting to hear from the state on funding.  2) The superintendent has a tentative meeting 
scheduled with Michael Reese to discuss a long term lease for the Crescendoe Road 
property. 3) Received a proposal of approximately $48,000 for five wireless cameras for 
surveillance at Knox.  Project would have to go out to bid, however, district would have to 
pay up front and wait for reimbursement from NYS of $2,000 per camera.  There is a 
possibility of some funding from the Knox Foundation, but won’t cover full cost.  Mrs. 
Sullivan suggested building it into the budget to pursue in July; Mrs. Sise will also evaluate 
the budget later in the year to see if there are any available funds. 4) The appraisal for 
Jansen Avenue is on its way. 5) A 1975 air conditioning unit at the high school is not 
working; estimate $50,000 to replace.  Mr. Beck asked why window units can’t be used 
instead.  E.J. Maye indicated they wouldn’t work as well, would only cool spots rather than 
whole rooms. 6) Mr. Miller asked E.J. to provide the Board with a tour of each building; 
scheduled for October 7, begin at 4 p.m. at Knox.  6) Mr. VanDenburgh noted that the 
district needs to find people to learn the lighting and sound system in the state-of-the-art 
auditorium at the high school.  Mr. Beck suggested videotaping any such training for future 
reference. 

 
IV. BOARD OF EDUCATION ITEMS 

 
A. BOCES Board Vacancy

Motion by Mr. VanDenburgh seconded by Mr. Levin that the Board of Education cast 
one vote for Louis R. Capece, Jr., residing at 280 Hickory Hill Road, Fort Plain, New 
York 13339 in the Fort Plain Central School District to serve as a member of the 
Hamilton-Fulton-Montgomery Board of Cooperative Educational Services and that the 
District Clerk certify that at this public meeting, September 2, 2010, the Greater 
Johnstown School District Board of Education adopted a resolution to cast its vote in 
the special election of members of the Board of Educational Services for Louis R. 
Capece, Jr., effective September 9, 2010.   
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 
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B. Board Discussion Items 

 Mr. Curtis advised that Mr. Dougherty has requested the Board review attendance 
policies, tobacco policies, bullying programs and open lunch at JHS at the next 
public meeting. 

 Mr. Curtis noted there was a packed house at the “Meet the Coaches” night on 
August 31 and that the evening went well. 

 Mr. Miller inquired whether it would be possible to provide free admission at JHS 
football games for Johnstown Little League Football players who wear their jerseys 
to the game.  Noted this would help to continue to foster the relationship between 
the organizations.  Mr. Robare was asked to advise the ticket takers.  

 Mrs. Mraz stated parents have been coming to practices and bringing dogs with 
them; dogs are not allowed on school property. 

 Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth noted that prior employee/long time speech therapist Janice 
Spinks passed away recently. 

 
IV. MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS COLLECTIVE 

NEGOTIATIONS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 14 OF THE CIVIL SERVICE LAW.
Motion by Mr. Dougherty seconded by Mr. Miller to go to executive session to discuss collective 
negotiations pursuant to Article 14 of the Civil Service Law, at 7:23 p.m. 
 
VOTE:    9   YES    0   NO 
 

XIV. RECONVENE IN PUBLIC SESSION
Motion by Mr. Dougherty, seconded by Mr. VanDenburgh, to reconvene in public session at 
9:50 p.m. 
 
VOTE:    8   YES    0   NO 

 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Mr. Dougherty seconded by Mr. VanDenburgh to adjourn at 9:50 p.m. 
 
VOTE:    8   YES    0   NO 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Larraina Carpenter, 
District Clerk 
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