
GREATER JOHNSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Board of Education Discussion/Business Meeting 

April 1, 2010 
Knox Junior High School 

 
I. Called to order by President Curtis at 7:12 p.m. 

 
ATTENDEES: 
Ronald Beck  Robert Curtis  Evamarie Mraz  Leslie Buggeln-Bosworth 
Scott Miller  Joanne Freeman  Russell Martin 
 
ABSENT: 
James Levin  John David Praught 
 
OTHERS: 
Katherine Sullivan, Superintendent  Larraina Carpenter, District Clerk 
Alice Dillenbeck, Business Manager  Ralph Acquaro, Business Consultant 

 
II. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON AGENDA ITEMS 

“In accordance with its practice, the Board of Education of the Greater Johnstown School District does not permit 
oral comments from the public relating to specific personnel decisions regarding individuals employed by the 
District during the portion of its meeting where the Board permits public comment.  Members of the public are 
welcome to send questions, comments or concerns regarding these or other matters to the Board in writing.” 

• Dick Baker referred to the Fulton County Music Educators Association Stipends on the 
agenda and noted that with all school districts hurting (financially), maybe Johnstown should 
take the lead and say to cut back on the number of concerts during the year, just as all 
athletics were forced to cut back on their contests. 

 
III. MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO THE EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

OF A PARTICULAR PERSON 
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Freeman to go to executive session for the purpose of 
discussing the employment history of a particular person at 7:15 p.m. 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO  

 
IV. MOTION TO RECONVENE IN PUBLIC SESSION

Motion by Mr. Miller, seconded by Mrs. Freeman, to reconvene in public session at 7:18 p.m. 
 

VOTE:    7   Yes     0   No 
 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mr. Martin to approve the minutes of the Board of Education 
meeting held on March 18, 2010. 

 
VOTE:    7   Yes     0   No 
 

VI. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORTS 
 Mrs. Sullivan asked for a moment of silence in honor of HFM BOCES Superintendent Dr. 

Davis, a wonderful man and an incredible individual who passed away that morning, leaving 
way too soon. 

 Mrs. Sullivan reported the district received a 2010 School Safety Excellence Award from 
Utica National Insurance Company.  Offered thanks to Alice Dillenbeck & E.J. Maye for 
completing the application and to everyone who contributes to school safety.  Noted many 
criteria had to be rated.  Reported that in addition to a plaque, the company will return 5% of 
the district’s premium, which is about $5,000.   
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VII. COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS
 Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth reported that the Academic/Extra-Curricular Committee met 

immediately prior to this evening’s Board meeting. Noted that small changes had been made 
to the Extra-Curricular code.  Indicated the committee had also discussed the possibility of 
adding a general character statement to the code to address the issue of students who are 
athletes or members of school clubs making inappropriate postings to social networking sites 
(such as Facebook).  This will be discussed with school counsel.  Third topic was possible 
adoption of a “Tobacco Free School Environment” policy as prepared by Catholic Charities’ 
Tobacco Free Healthy Schools Program.  Noted we already have a Smoking/Tobacco Use 
policy in place (#5640), but Catholic Charities will provide free signage for using theirs.  
Will look into adding a motion on a future agenda to adopt theirs while also keeping our 
existing policy; they won’t be combined into one.  JHS Assistant Principal Duilio Viscusi 
reported to the committee that he had been approached by students wishing to start a “Gay 
Straight Alliance” club.  Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth and Mr. Beck will research the request.  Mr. 
Viscusi gave the committee a mid-year extra-curricular report and indicated all are busy 
doing fabulous things.  Noted a new advisor will be needed for International Club next year.  
Athletic Director James Robare gave the committee a winter athletic report with standings for 
each team.  Advised that after spring recess, the varsity baseball team and varsity girls 
lacrosse team will be mentoring students at Glebe Street from 2:30-3 p.m. every Tuesday for 
six weeks.  There will be no lap swim or family swim over break. Mr. Robare presented a 
three year equipment purchase plan for consideration. 

 
VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
A. PERSONNEL 
 

1. Separations
 

2. Leaves of Absence
 

3. Abolishments
 

4. Creations/Appointments/Adjustments 
 
a. Permanent Appointment of Tammi King, Teacher Aide

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Beck to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the permanent 
appointment of Tammi King as Teacher Aide effective April 2, 2010. 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
b. Permanent Appointment of Wendy Sievert, School Bus Attendant

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Beck to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the permanent 
appointment of Wendy Sievert as School Bus Attendant effective April 26, 
2010.    
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
c. Permanent Appointment of Merilynda Olmstead, School Bus 

Attendant
Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Beck to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the permanent 
appointment of Merilynda Olmstead as School Bus Attendant effective 
April 20, 2010.    
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 
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d. Probationary Appointment of Pamela Sweet, Cook
Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Beck to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the probationary 
appointment of Pamela Sweet as Cook, $11.14 per hour, 10 months per 
year, effective April 2, 2010.   
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
e. Probationary Appointment of Christina Jaquish, Teacher Aide 

(Special Education)
Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Beck to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the probationary 
appointment of Christina Jaquish as Teacher Aide (Special Education), 
$8.05 per hour, 10 months per year, effective April 2, 2010.   
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
f. Substitute Appointment of Patricia Dunham, Food Service Helper

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Beck to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent, to approve the substitute 
appointment of Patricia Dunham as a Food Service Helper effective 
April 2, 2010 through June 30, 2010, pay per the 2009/10 classified 
substitute pay schedule.   
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
B. WARRANTS – February 2010 

Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to accept the recommendation 
of the District Auditor, to accept the following warrants for February 2010, as seen in 
addendum #1: 
 
General (A):   #32, 34,  
School Lunch (C):  #15, 16,  
Federal (F):   #14, 15,  
Trust & Agency (TA):  #27, 25, 26,  
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
C. TREASURER’S REPORT – February 2010 

Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to accept the recommendation 
of the District Treasurer, to accept the Treasurer’s Report for February 2010, as seen in 
addendum #2. 
 
1. Unrestricted Cash Balance 
2. Budget Transfer Schedule #9 
3. Handwritten Checks 
4. Revenue Budget Status 
5. School Lunch Program Profit & Loss Statement 
6. Appropriation Status Report 
7. Vendor Listing by Number (Vendor Additions) 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 
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IX. EDUCATION ITEMS 
 
A. PERSONNEL 
 

1. Separations
 

2. Leaves of Absence
 
3. Abolishments
 
4. Creations/Appointments/Adjustments 

 
a. Fulton County Music Educators Association (FCMEA) Festival II 

Stipends 
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to accept the 
recommendation of the Superintendent to approve a stipend for the 
following individuals as chaperones at the FCMEA Festival II on March 
5 and 6, 2010. 
 
Cynthia Fiorenza ($104) Andy LaCoppola ($104) 
James Morton ($104)  Daniel Jones ($104) 
Jenna Poling ($104)  Tamara Healy ($104 prorated to $52) 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – CSE, CPSE, 504 Committee 
 

1. Committee for Special Education 
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to approve the 
minutes of the Committee for Special Education meetings held on March 4, 12, 
18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, , 2010: 
 
000115012 000305670 000140391 000200006 000140110 
000900931 000900255 000285438 000293495 000134662 
000930001 000400035 000900802 000500072 000140334 
000880008 000140117 000145914 000144928 000155117 
000900320 000143911 000140377 000146826 000144710 
000145957 000143809 000126684 000145085 000133662 
000140354 000143730 000144699 000146852 000145915 
000155974 000145936 000143752 000295534 000140326 
000136066 000140380 000900183 000140392 000175125 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
C. STUDENT MATTERS 

 
X. BOARD OF EDUCATION ITEMS 

 
A. Budget Proposition 

Motion by Mrs. Freeman seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to accept the proposed 
budget of expenditures of the Greater Johnstown School District for the school year 
2010/11 in the amount of $27,639,167, and for the purposes shown in the statement of 
estimated expenditure, adopted by the Board of Education, be and the same hereby is 
approved and the amount thereof shall be raised by a levy of a tax upon the taxable 
property of the school district, after first deducting the monies available from state aid 
and other sources as provided by law. 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 
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B. Property Tax Report Card for 2010-11 

Motion by Mrs. Freeman seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to approve the Property 
Tax Report Card for the Greater Johnstown School District for the school year 2010-
2011 for submission to the New York State Education Department as provided by law, 
effective April 1, 2010. 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
C. TRANSFER TO CAPITAL OUTLAY EMERGENCY PROJECT 

Motion by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth seconded by Mr. Beck to accept the recommendation 
of the Superintendent, to transfer the sum of $56,406 from the remaining available 
balance from Districtwide III project to the capital fund, to be used for the purpose of the 
capital outlay emergency project for remediation of the seepage of groundwater into the 
fuel oil tank supply lines and sump at the Johnstown High School  and Warren Street 
School, as set forth in resolution of the Board of Education on March 4, 2010. 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
D. EMERGENCY PROJECT SEQRA RESOLUTION

(Board Member) Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth presents the following resolution and moved its 
adoption, Seconded by (Board Member) Mr. Beck 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Greater Johnstown School District (“Board”) 
has proposed to undertake a project consisting of the emergency repair and remediation 
of two fuel oil tanks and associated supply lines and pumps, located at the Warren Street 
Elementary School and the High School in Johnstown, New York (“the Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2010, the Board adopted a Resolution declaring an emergency 
capital outlay project for repair and remediation of two fuel oil tanks and associated 
supply lines and pumps, located at the Warren Street Elementary School and the High 
School in Johnstown, New York (“the Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the New York State Education Department has assigned two capital project 
numbers for the project as follows:  “Senior High School Reconstruction, CSI 
Section(s) 13,15,16, Project Number 17-06-00-01-0-0009-008”; and “Warren Street 
School, Reconstruction, CSI Section(s) 13,15,16, Project Number 17-06-00-01-0-003-
006” and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board wishes to fully comply with its obligations under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the regulations thereunder with 
respect to the proposed action; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board has carefully considered the nature and scope of the proposed 

action; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon review of the foregoing, the Board makes the following determinations: 
 

1. The proposed action involves the emergency repair and remediation of two fuel 
oil tanks and associated supply lines and pumps, located at the Warren Street 
Elementary School and the High School  

 
2. The proposed project represents maintenance or repair involving no substantial 

changes in an existing facility or structure within the meaning of 6 NYCRR 
617.5(c)(1); and/or alternatively the replacement, rehabilitation or 
reconstruction of a structure or facility in kind within the meaning of 6 NYCRR 
617.5(c)(2); and/or alternatively, a routine activity of an educational institution, 
including the expansion of existing facilities by less than 10,000 square feet, 
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within the meaning of 6 NYCRR § 617.5(c)(8); and/or alternatively represents an 
emergency action immediately necessary for the protection or preservation of 
property within the meaning of 6 NYCRR 671.5(c)(33).   

 
3. The proposed action will in no case have a significant adverse impact on the 

environment based on the criteria contained in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c), and is not 
otherwise a Type I action as defined by 6 NYCRR § 617.4. 

 
4. The proposed action is a Type II action within the meaning of 6 NYCRR 617.5 

and is therefore not subject to review under SEQRA and the regulations 
thereunder. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board finds and concludes that the 
proposed action is a Type II action within the meaning of 6 NYCRR 617.5 and therefore 
is not subject to review under SEQRA and the regulations thereunder. 

  
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
E. IRVING STREET SEQRA RESOLUTION

(Board Member) Mrs. Freeman presents the following resolution and moved its adoption, 
Seconded by (Board Member) Mr. Martin: 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Greater Johnstown School District (“Board”) 
has proposed to undertake a project consisting of the sale of surplus school property, and 
the improvements located thereon, located at 12 Irving Street. Johnstown, New York 
(“the Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board wishes to fully comply with its obligations under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and the regulations thereunder with 
respect to the proposed action; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has carefully considered the nature and scope of the proposed 
action; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon review of the foregoing, the Board makes the following determinations: 
 
1. The proposed action involves the sale of surplus school property, and the 

improvements thereon, which is no longer needed for educational purposes. 
 
2. The proposed project represents a routine activity of an educational institution 

within the meaning of 6 NYCRR § 617.5(c)(8).  
 
3. The proposed action will in no case have a significant adverse impact on the 

environment based on the criteria contained in 6 NYCRR § 617.7(c), and is not 
otherwise a Type I action as defined by 6 NYCRR § 617.4. 

 
4. The proposed action is a Type II action within the meaning of 6 NYCRR 617.5 

and is therefore not subject to review under SEQRA and the regulations 
thereunder. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board finds and concludes that the 
proposed action is a Type II action within the meaning of 6 NYCRR 617.5 and therefore 
is not subject to review under SEQRA and the regulations thereunder. 

  
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 
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F. EXTENSION OF EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT FOR KATHERINE 

SULLIVAN, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
Motion by Mrs. Freeman seconded by Mr. Miller that the Employment Agreement dated 
June 12, 2008, by and between the Greater Johnstown School District and Katherine 
Sullivan, Superintendent of Schools, be extended for an additional two years, from June 
30, 2011 through June 30, 2013, for a total term, including the extension, of five (5) 
years; 
 
That the President of the Board of Education is authorized to execute documentation of 
the extension on behalf of the school district. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Greater Johnstown School District Board of Education, on this 
1st day of April, 2010, does hereby adopt this resolution in support of the extended 
Employment Agreement for Katherine Sullivan, Superintendent of Schools.  
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 

 
XI. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 Dick Baker inquired about contracts the district has with outside vendors for counseling, etc.  
Mrs. Sullivan indicated the contract with the Family Counseling Center is grant funded; 
contracts for physical therapy and occupational therapy for specific students are part of cross 
contracts with BOCES. 

 Mrs. Freeman indicated the color guard recently participated in the Mid-York competitions, 
with varsity placing fourth and junior varsity placing sixth.  Gave kudos to the kids who 
really worked hard for a successful season.  

 
XII. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

April 28, 2010 (Wed.) Board Candidate Petition Filing Deadline 5:00 PM District Clerk’s Office 
Facilities Committee Meeting   6:00 PM 
Business Meeting    7:00 PM JHS 
 

May 4, 2010 (Tues.) Voter Registration    Noon – 4 p.m., District Office 
   Public Budget Hearing    6:30 p.m., JHS Lecture Hall 
   Board of Education Candidate’s Night  Following Budget Hearing 
 
May 6, 2010 (Thurs.) Audit Committee Meeting   6:00 PM 
   Business Meeting    7:00 PM JHS 
 

XIII. MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS THE EMPLOYMENT 
HISTORY OF PARTICULAR PERSONS 
Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to go to executive session for the 
purpose of discussing the employment history of particular persons at 7:35 p.m. 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO  

 
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Mr. Miller seconded by Mrs. Buggeln-Bosworth to adjourn at 8:17 p.m. 
 
VOTE:    7   YES    0   NO 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Larraina Carpenter,  
District Clerk 
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